LORD CLIVE                           CHAP.

unprotected;  and that an attack on the capital of the
Carnatic would probably induce the enemy to detach a
portion  of  his besieging  force from Trichinopoly for
its protection.    He proposed to the Governor of Fort
St. David to lead an expedition against Arcot, and his
suggestion was eagerly adopted.    Mr. Saunders almost
denuded Madras and Fort St David of troops to form
the detachment; though after all it only consisted of
two hundred  Europeans  and   three   hundred  sepoys,
with three  light field-pieces.    To command the men
there were eight officers, of whom six had never seen
a shot fired in anger, and four had, like their chief,
exchanged the pen for the sword.     With this ' small
force, apparently so little fitted for a perilous enter-
prise,  Olive   marched  out  of  Madras,   on  September
6th, to win  deathless  renown.     On the 9th he was
at Conjeveram,   and,   hearing there  that  Arcot   was
garrisoned   by  eleven   hundred   men,   sent   back   to
Madras for two eighteen-pounders.    There was, how-
ever, no pause, and on the IHh the detachment, after
marching with unbroken ranks through one of those
fierce thunderstorms that occasionally sweep over the
plains of  the  Carnatic,  halted within  ten   miles   of
Arcot.    During the march Clive showed that he pos-
sessed that insight into native character which is so
essential to success in an oriental country, and proved
"himself a born leader of men.    In six short days he
welded his hastily-gathered force together, and imparted
to it his own enthusiastic confidence in the result of the
enterprise.  The natives were awed by the strict discipline
maintained, and by the steady onward march, unchecked
.by the horrors of the driving storm.   The garrison fled